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ICFOnest International Postdoctoral program

1. INTRODUCTION

The ICFOnest+ International Postdoctoral Program, partially supported by the European Commission's Marie Curie Actions for 
Co-funding of Regional, National, and International Programmes (COFUND) and the Spanish Ministry of Economy and 
Competitiveness (MINECO), as well as by Fundació Privada Cellex, aims at providing high-level training and support for 
outstanding international researchers in the early stages of their careers. ICFO will provide cutting edge facilities 
as well as a stimulating, international and interdisciplinary environment to help Fellows become successful 
independent researchers.

ICFO currently hosts more than 250 researchers organized in 23 research groups, working in 60 state-of-the-art research 
laboratories.  In addition, researchers have access to a range of shared facilities for nanofabrication, characterization, imaging 
and engineering.   All research groups and facilities are located in a specially designed, 14.000 m2 building situated in the 
Mediterranean Technology Park in the metropolitan area of Barcelona.  

Research at ICFO encompasses four broad thematic areas: nonlinear photonics, quantum photonics, nanophotonics, and 
biophotonics, focusing on quantum information technologies, nanophotonic devices, remote sensors, optoelectronics, 
integrated optics, ultrafast optics, biophotonics and biomedical optics. Research is organized in 3 major programs: Light for 
Health, Light for Energy and Light for Information.

ICFO offers up to 25 INCOMING postdoctoral fellowships of 24 month duration to competitive international 
postdoctoral researchers, with ambitious research projects at the forefront of science and technology. ICFOnest+ Postdoctoral 
researchers will work within an existing ICFO research group.



4|

2.1. Fellowships description

2. HOW TO APPLY

ICFO aims at recruiting top-class researchers, with ambitious research projects at the forefront of optics and photonics. 
Up to 25 outstanding postdoctoral researchers will be awarded with INCOMING fellowships of 24-month duration.

The ICFOnest+ Postdoctoral Fellows will perform their duties within an existing ICFO research group. The corresponding Group 
Leader will be responsible for the Fellow’s research project and coordination of Fellow’s tasks at ICFO.

The fellowships will be partially funded by the European Commission's Marie Curie Actions for Co-funding of Regional, 
National, and International Programmes (COFUND) and the Spanish Ministry of Economy and Competitiveness 
(MINECO), as well as by Fundació Privada Cellex.

ICFOnest+ Postdoctoral Fellows will be hired by ICFO on a standard employment contract for the performance of a 
research project aligned with regional and national regulations and according to the requirements of the “European Charter for 
Researchers” and “The Code of Conduct for the Recruitment of Researchers”. 

Potential applicants are invited to browse the pages of the official website of the program, where they will find complete 
information about the ICFOnest+ Postdoctoral Program.

http://nestpostdocs.icfo.eu
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/desktop/en/opportunities/fp7/index.html


5|

2.2. Requirements (Elegibility criteria)

In order to be eligible, a candidate must comply with the following requirements:

1. Have not spent more than 12 months of the prior 24 months in Spain, and not be a Spanish citizens/residents. Spanish 
citizens may apply however if they have spent at least 3 years immediately prior the application deadline in a country  
other than Spain.

2. Be in possession of a PhD degree at the time of the application cut-off-point.

3. Have not been awarded the PhD degree more than 5 years prior to the application deadline. Exceptions are made for 
documented periods of parental leave. Women may claim up to 12 months per child, for a maximum of 3 years.

4. Be first author in at least one publication (either submitted, accepted, in print or published). Copies may be requested.

5. Provide complete documentation requested for application.

2.3. Research Fields

Exceptions to the PhD degree requirements will be made for women with children and other documented career breaks (for 
example paternity leave). Persons with disabilities are strongly encouraged to apply. No restrictions of citizenship or gender 
apply to the ICFOnest+ Postdoctoral Fellowships.

Research at ICFO targets the forefront of science and technology based on light with a main focus in Health, Renewable 
Energies and Information Technologies and is conducted in the framework of long-term and mid-term programs in a variety 
of topics. 

RESEARCH LINES include but are not limited to: biomedical optics and biophotonics, nanoscopy and super-resolution imaging, 
nanotechnology and nanophotonics, nonlinear optics and atom optics, quantum optics and quantum information, atto-science 
and ultrafast physics, optical sensing and optoelectronics, green technologies and photovoltaics, graphene physics and 
nanomaterials, single-molecule physics, ultracold quantum matter physics and advanced laser technology.

ICFO also hosts an active Corporate Liaison Program (CLP) which serves as a bridge between ICFO researchers and all kinds 
of industries and corporations.

For more information about ICFO’s research fields, potential candidates are invited to browse the Research Pages in the ICFO 
web site (http://www.icfo.eu/research/research.php). 
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2.4. Application process

First application step
Suitable candidates are requested to submit the following documentation:

• 

• An updated complete Curriculum Vitae, including full address, a contact phone number and e-mail address. The CV should 
indicate any career breaks. 

• Full list of publications,

• 

• A copy of the PhD degree (if available at the time of application, or  certificate  stating  the  expected award date of the PhD 
degree).

 
Once an application is submitted, the candidate will receive an acknowledgement of receipt together with an application reference 
number for further enquires and the upcoming revision deadline. Updates of application material will only be possible within this 
deadline.

Second application step
Applicants that pass the first stage will be informed about this decision and asked to submit:

• A 2-pages research proposal indicating the ICFO research area/s of main interest. Applicants will be invited to get in touch 
with ICFO Group Leaders in the scientific area of their choice, in order to discuss with them the possible lines of investigation. 
Deadline for submitting the Research Proposal will be indicated to the corresponding applicants.

Applications can be submitted on a rolling basis starting January 02, 2014, until June 30, 2016, or until positions have 
been filled. Applications will be collated and reviewed in batches every 3 months.

The application to the ICFOnest+ Postdoctoral Fellowships is a two-step procedure:

A presentation letter with a declaration of interests, including an explicit indication of the potential ICFO research group(s) 
that may be of interest,

2 reference letters submitted electronically by the external referees to the attention of the ICFOnest+ Screening Committee 
(icfojobs@icfo.eu, mailing label: ICFOnest+ and name of the candidate),
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In case of force-majeure problems with electronic submission, candidates may submit their application in hard copy to:

ICFOnest+ Post-doctoral Screening Committee
Human Resources and Education
ICFO - The Institute of Photonic Sciences
Av Carl Friedrich Gauss, 3
08860 Castelldefels ( Barcelona), Spain

Candidatures submitted by post can only be taken into account if received within the deadline.

Please note that in case of missing documents, the candidate will be asked to complete his/her application. In the event that the 
candidate does not submit the remaining documentation within the deadline, the application will be considered ineligible and will 
be rejected.

Applications should be submitted online via the corresponding call at ICFOjobs, our job openings site and online application 
interface, available at http://jobs.icfo.eu.

http://jobs.icfo.eu/
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2.5. Review Process

Applications will be collated and reviewed in batches every 3 months.

First revision stage

Second revision stage

Candidates' compliance with the minimum eligibility requirements are verified. Applicants not complying with the requirements 
are duly notified. 

Applicants complying with the minimum requirements are at this point evaluated by all ICFO Group Leaders, in order to identify 
potential matches. Candidates that may be hosted by at least one ICFO research group advance in the selection process. 
Consequently they are informed about the ICFO research groups that stated interest in the application, so that candidates have 
freedom of choice among the available host groups. 

Applications that cannot be hosted by any of the ICFO groups will be duly notified.

Candidates who pass the first revision stage are asked to prepare a 2-page research proposal together with one of the ICFO 
Group Leaders. As indicated above, in the event that more than one Group Leader may host the proposed research project, the 
applicant is advised to select the group that best matches his/her research interests. The research proposal is to be prepared 
and submitted within 3 weeks time.

The complete documentation submitted in the two stages of the process will then be evaluated by the Selection Committee, 
comprised of the ICFO Director (Chairperson of the committee), ICFO Group Leaders, senior members of ICFO administration, 
as well as external international research experts in the field.

The Selection Committee will evaluate the scientific merit and experience of the candidates based on the documentation, 
including the submitted research proposal. The evaluation criteria are as follows:

·    Evaluation of previous scientific achievements

·    Scientific merit

·    Impact of the potential ICFOnest+ Fellowship on the candidate's future career

The complete evaluation process is expected to take less than 2 months, after which offers will be made to the successful 
candidates, and unsuccessful applicants will be duly notified.
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In case of disagreement with results, candidates may appeal the decision by sending a letter to:

ICFOnest+ Postdoctoral Review Committee  
Human Resources and Education  
ICFO-The Institute of Photonic Sciences 
Av Carl Friedrich Gauss, 3 
08860 Castelldefels (Barcelona), Spain

Data Protection and Confidentiality note: All selection procedure and phases will be managed under strict control of the corresponding applicable 
privacy rules. Following the “Code of Conduct for the Recruitment of Researchers”, the return after a career break will not be penalized. 
Finally ICFO declares that the recommendations in the “European Charter for Researchers” and “The Code of Conduct for the Recruitment of 
Researchers” will be followed during the application procedure and the whole period of the Program.

http://ec.europa.eu/euraxess/index.cfm/rights/index
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3. SUPPORT

The ICFOnest+ Postdoctoral Fellows will receive administrative assistance from the date of their acceptance of the ICFOnest+ 
Postdoctoral Fellowship and during their entire stay at ICFO, particularly on legal matters, health insurance, relocation and 
regulations and effective preventive measures at their workplace.

Also, ICFOnest+ Postdoctoral Fellows will be entitled to use all services and facilities available to ICFO researchers, when 
necessary and applicable, including the Nanophotonics Fabrication Lab, the Super-resolution Light Microscopy & Nanoscopy 
Lab, the Advanced Engineering Lab, the Biology Lab, the Post-Processing Lab, the Chemistry Lab, as well as the Industrial Labs.

The ICFOnest+ Postdoctoral Fellows will be coached to make sure they get the most out of their stay at ICFO as well as the 
fellowship's impact on their career development. A corresponding career development plan will indicate the training needs and 
scientific objectives of the Fellow, as well as the planned actions to meet these objectives. 
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ICFOnest+ Postdoctoral Committee 
Human Resources and Education 
ICFO-The Institute of Photonic Sciences 
Av Carl Friedrich Gauss, 3  
08860 Castelldefels (Barcelona), Spain 
T: +34 93 553 41 01 
F: +34 93 553 40 00 
E: icfojobs@icfo.eu 
I: http://nestpostdocs.icfo.eu

Note: This Applicant Guide includes general information about the program. Any updates or potential modifications will be 
published in the official website of the program: http://nestpostdocs.icfo.eu.

4. CONTACT 
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